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Dear Parents and Carers,

At King’s Leadership Academy Warrington, we are committed to ensuring that all our students 
receive a high-quality education that develops their character and leadership potential.

Our inclusive approach to education ensures that all our students are challenged to achieve the 
best possible outcomes for them, so that every child excels following their individual flightpath.

As a parent or carer of a student with Special Educational Needs, you may have questions about 
how we identify and monitor students who may require additional support within school. You 
may also want to know what kind of resources we offer to help your child achieve their potential. 
This document was created to try to address some of the questions we are often asked.

Many thanks

Mrs S Lawrence
Assistant Principal
SENDCo



Frequently Asked Questions

Q) What are Special Educational Needs?

A) A student has Special Educational Needs and/or Disabilities (SEND) where their specific
learning difficulty or disability calls for special educational provision, namely provision different
from or additional to that normally available to students of the same age. Having a generally low
ability, or English as an additional language, does not mean that a student has SEN. Medical
conditions which impact on education are also classed as a Special Educational Need.

Q) What Special Educational Needs are provided for by King’s Leadership Academy
Warrington?

A) All efforts are made to ensure that King’s Leadership Academy Warrington provides the best
quality education for all students on the SEND register. We currently educate students from
across the 4 broad areas of need as set out by the Government. These include students with
Autism, Visual Impairments, Hearing Impairments, Physical disabilities and Speech and
Language needs.

Q) How does the school know if my child has additional needs?

A) There are a number of ways that we become aware of the additional needs of our students.

● Upon transition, information will be collected from primary schools, including any SEND 
information. We will then decide whether or not this meets the threshold for addition to 
our SEND register.

● All students undergo a baseline assessment which includes a CAT4 analysis of cognitive 
ability. This may flag up any potential areas of need.

● Progress is monitored termly by classroom teachers and any areas for concern are passed 
on to Heads of Achievement and/or the SENDCo who will work with the classroom 
teacher. If there are long-term concerns, this may lead to addition on the SEND register.

● Social and behavioural progress is monitored by Year Leaders in conjunction with 
Academic Tutors. Any areas for concern are passed on to the SENDCo who will work with 
the Year Leader and the young person. If there are long-term concerns, this may lead to 
addition on the SEND register.

● Home concerns are taken seriously. The SENDCo will work with the Year Leader and 
Head of Achievement for the student to support parents/carers to identify any potential 
additional needs.

B) What should I do if I think my child has additional needs or a disability?

A) Contact your child’ s Head of Achievement and Year Leader who will be able to help in the 
first instance with concerns. They liaise closely with the SENDCo to support students within their 
year groups.

Q) How will the school prepare and support my child when joining King’s Leadership Academy 
Warrington?

A) T ransition from Year 6 to Year 7 for students with SEND is coordinated by the Y7 Year Leader



and SENDCo in liaison with the Head of Achievement for Y7. Transition is designed on an 
individualised basis and may include early visits to the academy and visits by the support staff to 
the primary placement, alongside the 1:1 transition interview which is conducted by the SENDCo 
for any students who are coded for SEND support or have an Education, Health and Care Plan 
(EHCP) at Primary School. The SENDCo will also endeavour to attend Y6 annual reviews for 
students with an EHCP.

For in-year transfers, the SENDCo will contact the SENDCo of the child’s current school where 
additional needs are indicated on the application form. If the SENDCo feels that our traditional 
transition process is not adequate, adjustments will be made to best suit the needs of the 
student.

Q) How will I know how the school supports my child?

A) It is important to us at King’ s Leadership Academy Warrington that parents and young people 
are involved in the planning and reviewing of provision put in place to support any additional 
needs. You will be invited to attend meetings to discuss progress and next steps with your child’s 
Academic Tutor at Parents Consultation Events and can request to meet with the SENDCo/SEND 
team to discuss your child.

Q: How will the curriculum be matched to the needs of my child?

A) All classroom staff have access to details of the needs of the students in the class so they can 
personalise lessons and target classroom interventions accordingly via Quality First Teaching.

Q: How will I know how my child is doing?

A) Y ou will be kept informed through reports home (three times each year) and parent’ s 
evenings. If your child has a specific intervention you will be informed of this and you may be 
asked to attend a meeting in school to review  progress.

Q) How will you make sure that the support in place is the right support?

A) Any intervention, or support which is put in place, is only put there because evidence 
suggests that it will work. Termly monitoring is in place to check the support is effective, by using 
evidence from either our internal data system or standardised testing. Our interventions are 
designed to close an attainment gap and are not intended to replace the high quality teaching 
all students should be accessing within our school.

Q) What support will there be for my child’s emotional well-being?

A) The SENDCo  works alongside Year Leaders to monitor the emotional well-being of the 
learners within Year 7. If it is felt that your child needs more intensive, specialised support, we 
may ask your permission to refer to an outside agency such as CAMHS or Kooth. We recognise 
that



students with SEND are often targeted by other students. Here at King’s Leadership Academy 
Warrington, we take incidents of bullying seriously. If bullying does occur, the Year Leader will 
ensure that it is resolved and that you are kept informed of the resolution.

Q: What training on SEND is provided for staff?

A) Al l staff complete SEND training on SEND legislation and where to access the SEND 
information stored within school. In addition to this, there is on-going training on specific areas 
of SEND throughout the year as part of the academy CPD programme. This training is either 
delivered by the SENDCo or specialist services and is available to all staff.

Compulsory whole staff SEND training is also through INSET. Our Teaching Scholars from the 
SEND team receive regular training and several attend specialist training in order to develop 
particular areas of expertise.

Q) How will my child be included outside the classroom including school trips?

A) All school visits are offered to ALL students. Forward planning between the SENDCo and 
year teams ensures that visits are appropriately staffed and that transport arrangements are 
suitable.

Q) How accessible is the school environment?

A) The school is on two levels and has a lift. All doorways are wheelchair accessible.

Q) How will the school prepare my child for transferring into further education?

A) T ransition from Year 11 to Year 12 can be particularly distressing for some students. All 
college providers are invited to the Transition Reviews for students with EHCP. These are held in 
the Autumn Term (between September and December). We also liaise with colleges for the 
students on the SEND register and arrange transition visits if we feel they will be of benefit.

Q) How are the school’s resources allocated and matched to student’s special educational 
needs?
A) The school receives two allocations of funding in order to meet its responsibilities for special 
educational needs provision:

1. The first allocation is targeted at students with Statements of SEND/Education, Health 
and Care Plans. Each student receives funding according to their needs and provision as 
set out in their Statement/EHC Plan. This allocation is spent on interventions which best 
enable the student to meet the targets within the EHC Plan.

2. The second allocation of funding is based on the number of students receiving free 
school meals within the school and on the attainment levels of students transferring from 
primary schools. This funding is primarily used to provide specialist staff to manage 
student support across the school and run appropriate interventions.



Q) What is the complaints procedure?

A) In the first instance, please contact the SENDCo via email at 
s.lawrence@kingswarrington.com. The full complaints procedure can be found on the website.

mailto:s.lawrence@kingswarrington.com
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